Anti-leukemic and anti-GVHD effects of campath-1H in acute lymphoblastic leukemia relapsed after stem-cell transplantation.
Despite aggressive approaches, including second transplant, donor lymphocyte infusion and several new agents, the prognosis of acute lymphoid leukemia (ALL) patients relapsing after stem-cell transplantation (SCT) remains poor. Monoclonal-antibodies (moAb) could provide a useful tool in this setting. In particular, anti-CD52 moAb is useful in lymphoid malignancies. We thus treated as compassionate with campath-1H 3 ALL patients relapsed after SCT. In 2 cases we observed a reduction of peripheral blood and/or bone marrow blasts. In 1 case a GVHD grade reduction was observed. Larger trials are required in order to define the role of campath-1H in ALL.